We have received a request to extend the field trials to May 31, 2008. The party making the request expresses concern over having to meet the full requirements of the contract in 20 days after the pre-proposal conference.  
It has never been the LA DOTD’s intention to cause hardship on any of the prospective vendors.  As it was pointed out during the pre proposal conference, the purpose of the field trials are to demonstrate the basic data collection items (i.e. IRI, Rutting, Faulting and Cracking); these items are considered basic collection items for any consultant who provides the business service of collecting pavement distress data.  While the GPS specifications for this project are unique to Louisiana, the processing of the GPS data either in real time or in post processing isn’t.  As stated in conference, vendors will be rated on their ability to collect and process pavement distress data, not on their ability or inability in the collection of GPS data.  If a prospective vendor feels that they can meet or exceed the GPS requirements as stated in the RFQ, they can propose that alterative process in their submittal. 
We have an inquiry about the location of our DMI calibration site and where it is located.

The DMI calibration site for this project is located on the I-10 service road to the south of I-10 and to the west of LA 415. There is beginning and ending paint marks located on the roadway and also survey markers located along the interstate fence. The distance for the site is 1450 meters or 4757 feet. The site was surveyed to be run in a westerly direction.
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