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CHECKLIST FOR STAGE 0
Preliminary Scope and Budget Worksheet

District 2 Parish Orleans Parish Route Washington Avenue

Control Section Nof Applicable Total Project Length (miles) <1.0 Miles
Begin Project (CS Log Mile) End Project (CS Log Mile)
Project Category (Safety, Capacity, etc.) _Safety Date Prepared: December 17, 2007

A. Purpose and Need for the project: Purpose of project is to provide access to pedestrians who cross
Washington Avenue and the Washington Avenue Canal. Increasing traffic volumes conflicting with
increasing pedestrian volumes generated by Xavier University and nearby transit stops identified as need
for the project.

B. Project Concept

e Description of existing facility (functional class, ADT, number of lanes, etc.): Washington Avenue (at
project site) is a 4-lane, divided facility. ADT (2007) for the road is approximately 12.640.
Washington Avenue is classified as a Minor Arterial, as per the latest New Orleans Highway
Functional Classification Urbanized Area Map (from www.dotd.state.la.us).

e  Major Design Features/Criteria of the proposed facility (attach aerial photo w/ concept if applicable);
Proposed facility will be a pedestrian skybridge which will span Washington Avenue from the comer
of Fern Street to Drexel Drive. Please see attached report for more details.

e Design Exceptions: None Requested

e Technical Analyses (traffic analysis, safety analysis, etc.):  Attached report contains analysis of
existing traffic conditions. as well as review of community issues and input. .

e  Alternatives to Project Concept: No build concept was included in the review and analysis.

e Future ITS / Traffic Considerations: None identified. Proposed concept will be constructed while
Washington Avenue remains open to traffic.

e Construction Traffic Management / Property Access Considerations: Coordination with Xavier
University on land donation and maintenance agreement for pedestrian skybridge has been discussed,r
but needs to be placed into writing for the Department. '

C. Potential environmental impacts (Complete the Stage 0 Environmental Checklist on 4-10 to 4-13):
Checklist complete as per Stage 0 Guidelines. No potential environmental impacts by project noted. -

D. Cost Estimate

Engineering Design: $290,000
Environmental Mitigation: Not applicable
R/W Acquisition (C of A if applicable): $0
Utility Relocations: Not applicable
Construction (including Construction Traffic $2,257,100
Management):

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $2,547,100

E. Expected Funding Source(s) (Highway Priority Program, CMAQ, Urban Systems, Fed/State
earmarks, etc.) Funding to be provided through Demonstration Program (Congressional Earmark)

ATTACH ANY ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION Prepared by: Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc.
Disposition (circle one): (1) Advance to Stage 1 (2) Hold for Reconsideration (3) Shelve
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© 2003 Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development




Stage 0 Environmental Checklist

Control Section Parish Orleans Parish
Route Washington Avenue  Begin Project (CS Log Mile) End Project (CS Log Mile)

ADJACENT LAND USE: _At the time of the survey, the land uses adjacent to the project site
included commercial, residential, and institutional (educational facilities).

Any property owned by a Native American Tribe? No

Any property enrolled into the Wetland Reserve Program? No

Community Elements: Is the project impacting or adjacent to any:

(Y or N) Cemeteries N — None detected at the time of the field review

(Y or N) Churches N — None detected at the time of the field review

(Y or N) Schools Y- Project is adjacent to the Xavier University campus. There are no projected
impacts on any existing buildings at this site.

(Y or N) Public Facilities N- There are no public facilities at the site, though several exist in the
immediate area (see attached report)

(Y or N) Community water well/supply N — None detected at time of the field review

Section 4(f) issue: Is the project impacting or adjacent to any:

(Y or N) Public recreation areas N — the closest recreation facility is the New Orleans Recreation
Department Gert Town Pool (about 2 blocks south of the project construction area).

(Y or N) Public parks N - the closest recreation facility is adjacent to the New Orleans Recreation
Department Gert Town Pool (about 2 blocks south of the project construction area).

(Y or N) Wildlife Refuges N — there are none in the project area

(Y or N) Historic Sites Y — the project will be adjacent to three historic properties (see next
question)

Is the project impacting, or adjacent to a property listed on the National Register of
Historic Places? :

Yes- Xavier University Main Building, Convent, and Library are located on the Xavier University
Campus (physical address: 1 Drexel Drive). The location of these facilities in reference to the
project area have been shown on Figure 1.

Is the project within a historic district or a National Landmark District?  No

Do you know of any threatened or endangered species in the area? No

Does the project impact a stream protected by the Louisiana Scenic Rivers Act? No

Are there any Significant Trees as defined by EDSM 1.1.1.21 within proposed ROW?
There are two live oaks on Washington Avenue at both pedestrian crossings. There are five other
trees of possible significance in the project study area.

What year was the existing bridge built? No information is available on the date of
construction of the existing bridge connecting Washington Avenue, Fern Street and Pine Street
over the existing canal.

Are any waterways impacted by the project considered navigable? No

Hazardous Material: Have you checked the following DEQ and EPA databases for potential
problems? The database has been checked. None have been noted within the project study area.

Underground Storage Tanks (UST): Are there any Gasoline Stations or other facilities that
may have UST on or adjacent to the project?

DOTD Program Development and Project Delivery System Manual
Chapter 4: Stage O Standard Operating Procedure
© 2003 Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development




Stage 0 Environmental Checklist

No. The closest gasoline station is an Exxon gas station at the corner of Washington Avenue and

South Carroliton Avenue. The UST is listed as Active by the Underground Storage Tank
Division of the LDEQ Office of Environmental Assessment.

Any chemical plants, refineries or landfills adjacent to the project? No — None Identified
Any large manufacturing facilities adjacent to the project? No —None Identified

Dry Cleaners? No. The closest dry cleaning establishment is located on South Carroliton
Avenue at Stroelitz Street. approximately 4 blocks away from the project site.

Oil/Gas wells: Have you checked DNR database for registered oil and gas wells?

Yes, database has been checked. There are no oil/gas wells located on the site, according to the
DNR database.

Are there any possible residential or commercial relocations/displacements?

No- None anticipated. The site of both landings is currently vacant and owned by Xavier

University. Future development on these sites will be coordinated with the placement of the
proposed pedestrian bridge.

Do you know of any sensitive community issues related to the project? No. Previous work
identified need for project to maintain open access to the community for their use. This project,
as proposed, will be open to general access 24 hours per day. 7 days per week. It has also been
conceptually designed to mimic prevalent architectural styles. hence blending better with the
surroundings. Proposed landing plaza areas will be developed to connect skybridge to existing
street/sidewalk network, as well as adjacent buildings.

Is the project area population minority or low income?

Yes- At the time of the 2000 census, Census Ttracts 70 and 72 were predominantly black:
Census Tract 70 was 95% black, and Census Tract 72 was 90% black. The median household in
1999 in both tracts was less than 40% of the national average. The project will be constructed in

its entirety in Tract 70. There are no residential structures or population groups in the area around
the site.

What type of detour/closures could be used on the job?

None anticipated. Facility will be constructed while Washington Avenue remains open to traffic
(vehicular and bus). However, some minor modifications may be made during design to
coordinate placement of pillars in the sides of the drainage canal, based upon the final plans for
improvements identified by the City of New Orleans and the Sewerage and Water Board.

Did you notice anything of concern during your site/windshield survey of the area? No

Edwin E. Elam, I, AICP Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc.
Point of Contact

(504)486-5901, xt. 281
Phone Number

December 1, 2007
Date

Field Review Period:
September-December 2007

DOTD Program Development and Project Delivery System Manual
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Stage 0 Environmental Checklist

. SOURCES:

WETLAND RESERVE PROGRAM: United States Department of Agriculture (USDA),
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NCRS). ‘
http://www.nres.usda. gov/programs/wrp/pdfs/louisiana0s.pdf

WILDLIFE REFUGES: Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, map of Wildlife
Management Areas.

http://www.wlf state.la.us/apps/netgear/clientFiles/lawlf/filess WM A %20L ocation%20Map.ipg.pd
f

NATIONAL REGISTER SITES: National Park Service, National Register Information
Service (NRIS). http://www.nr.nps.gov/

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES: Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Louisiana Natural Heritage Program, Threatened and Endangered Species.
http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/experience/naturalheritage/rarespeciesandparishhabitats/.

SCENIC RIVERS: Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Scenic Rivers Program.
http://www.wif louisiana. gov/experience/scenicrivers/louisianascenicriverssystemmap/

SIGNIFICANT TREES: Live Oak Society: LA DOTD’s significant trees policy.
http://www.louisianagardenclubs.org/pages/liveoakfiles/treepolicy.htm

LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS: LA DEQ Portal.
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/2674/Default.aspx

CERCLIS: United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), Superfund (CERCLIS)
Query. http://www.epa.gov/enviro/html/cerclis/cerclis_query.html

ERNS: National Response Center, Environmental Response Notification System. Online.
Available: http://www.nrc.uscg.mil/download.html]

ECHOS: United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), Enforcement and
Compliance History Online (ECHO). http://www.epa.gov/echo/

USTS: Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, Underground Storage Tanks Database.
bttp://www.deq.louisiana gov/portal/tabid/1 36/Default. aspx

OIL and GAS WELLS: Department of Natural Resources (DNR), SONRIS Integrated
Applications. http:/sonris-www.dnr.state.la.us/www_root/sonris_portal_1.htm.

DOTD Program Development and Project Delivery System Manual
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Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Stage 0 Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-36-0195 e RPC Contract No. XAV-520
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

CHAPTER 1:
PROJECT DESCRIPTION, PURPOSE AND NEED

Project Description

This project involves a quarter-mile section of Washington Avenue in Orleans Parish. The
eastern edge of the project study area is Pine St., and the western edge is South
Carrollton Avenue, as shown on Figure 1.

The proposed project is a pedestrian improvement, including an elevated walkway over
the Washington Avenue Canal, Washington Avenue, and Drexel Drive, linking Xavier
University in the Gert Town area.

This walkway will have the following characteristics:

o It will be approximately 274 feet long, with landings located at the corner of Fern
Street with Washington Avenue and Drexel Drive with the Xavier University campus
near the Science and Administration Buildings;

o It will provide a minimum vehicle clearance of seventeen feet, which allows for
passage of trucks and buses on Washington Avenue;

o It will be equipped with elevators and stairs located within enclosed towers on either
end of the structure. Full access will be provided in accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 as amended;

o It will have approximately ten (10) feet of walkway width, which will allow pedestrian
traffic to walk two abreast, and clearance for pedestrians and wheelchairs;

There will be security lighting in all stairwells, landings and walkway areas;

o There will be no direct connections between this facility and Xavier University buildings
on either side of Washington Avenue;

Through a proposed cooperative endeavor with the State and/or City of New Orleans,
Xavier University will donate the property necessary for the bridge towers on either side
of Washington Avenue for the purposes of constructing the pedestrian bridge. The
University will also provide assistance to secure the walkway and maintain the site's
elevators.

Project Purpose and Need

Input to the development of this initial statement of purpose and need came through a
review of existing traffic data (both pedestrian and vehicular), analysis, and discussions
with other project sponsors and stakeholders.

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide safe access for pedestrians who cross
Woashington Avenue and the adjoining Washington Avenue Canal. The need for the
project is to protect pedestrians from increasing volumes of vehicular traffic that travels
east and west on Washington Avenve. Pedestrians using at-ground crosswalks risk injury
and often must run across Washington Avenue to ensure safe arrival at the nearest

Prepared by . pg. 1
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Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Stage O Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-36-0195 @ RPC Contract No. XAV-520
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

pedestrian bridge. The proposed elevated walkway would also link Xavier University's
campus to parking areas for all those utilizing the campus.

Immediately west of this walkway is the site of an existing public transit node. The
Regional Transit Authority (RTA) maintains several bus routes on South Carroliton Avenue,
Washington Avenve and Tulane Avenue which intersect in the general area. As these
routes have been restored to service following Katrina, many of the walking and transfer
patterns through this area by transit users have returned. Creating the overhead
walkway will help provide another altemative for pedestrians to use when walking
between the intersection of South Carrollton Avenue and Washington Avenue and South
Carroliton Avenue and Tulane Avenue.

Review of the peak-period traffic operations at Pine Street and Washington Avenue
indicated, at this time, this intersection does not meet any of the established warrants
required for traffic signal installation. However, as this intersection is a location where
pedestrians will continue to cross Washington Avenue, improvements to the existing at-
grade crossing should occur. These improvements would include refurbishing the existing
pavement markings and installing new advance nofification signage on Washington
Avenue immediately east and west of the Pine Street intersection.

pg- 2 Prepared for:
April 2008 Regional Planning Commission
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Washington Avenue Podesﬁ;m Crossing Stage O Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-36-0195 @ RPC Contract No. XAV-520
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

CHAPTER 2:
PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

Demographic Profile

Gerf Town :

The corridor study will pass through two census tracts: 70 and 72 (See Figure 2). Data on
population composition and income levels for these tracts have been collected and
compared to the Parish averages as well as the national thresholds for poverty. This
allows for identification of areas where there may be an impact to population groups
covered under Executive Order 12898, Environmental Justice.

The area now called Gert Town was once part of the large McCarty Plantation. In 1833
the New Orleans Canal and Banking Company purchased land in the area. Many of New
Orleans’ most important railroad lines ran through what was to become Gert Town.
Finally in the late 19% Century, parts of this area were divided up into residential lots,
homes were built, and the neighborhood was established. According to the 1920 Census,
there were about 1,220 persons living in the neighborhood. By 1949, about 8,700
dwelling units had been constructed.

A population estimate from August 2007 reported that 1,787 people were living in Gert
Town, about three thousand fewer people than were reported in the 2000 Census.
Blighted housing is extensive, with only minimal renovations visibly occurring throughout the
neighborhood.®

Table 1

Summary Demographic Characteristics (Population and Income)
Census Tracts 70 and 72, Orleans Parish, LA
Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Stage O Study Area

et Percent below | 1999 Median

~ Census:-Tract | P . Poverty Level Household

SRS i (2000) Income
Tract 70 2,054 98.2% 48.2% $13,214
Tract 72 2,435 92.3% 48.7% $15,547

Notes;

1.  Minority defined as population falling into the following categories: Bladk or African American alone, Asian alone,
Some other race alone, Two or more races.

2. Poverty status for 1999 population, for whom poverty status is determined. Based upon reported numbers of those
individuals with income in 1999 below poverty level.

Data source: US Census Bureau, www.census.gov, Factfinder Website, SF3 Data.
Compiled by Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc,, 2007.
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Figure 2: Census Tract Map

BKI Job 10382-01
December 2007

EY4] BURK-KLEINPETER,INC.

Xavier University

Xavier University dates back to 1915, when St. Katharine Drexel and the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament founded the school as a high school. The four-year college program
began in 1925, followed by the College of Pharmacy in 1927 and the Graduate School
in 1933. Current enroliment at Xavier's College of Arts and Sciences is approximately
2,500, along with an enrollment of approximately 590 at the College of Pharmacy, and
approximately 200 at the Graduate School.™

The heart of Xavier's campus for vehicle traffic is at the intersection of Pine St. and
Washington Avenve. It is this location that serves as the primary entrance to the campus
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Washington Avenue Pedestrian Cto;sing Shée 0 Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-34-0195 e RPC Contract No. XAV-520
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

quadrangle. Buildings line the quad in three directions (north, west and east), while the
Woashington Avenue corridor and canal form a barrier to the south.

Between the traditional campus and southemm campus’ collection of dormitory and
classroom spaces located near the intersection of South Jefferson Davis Parkway and
Drexel Drive, is a collection of single family residential structures some of which have been
converted to temporary use by the University. The result is a heavy volume of pedestrian
traffic between these areas during peak class arrival and departure times. Similarly,
some commuting students are parking their vehicles in the Gert Town neighborhood near
the intersection of Fern Street and Washington Avenue. This creates a similar demand for
walking traffic across Washington Avenue at Fern Street.

Currently, the University is in the midst of a master planning process for its traditional

campus located east of Drexel Drive, its south campus located along South Jefferson

David Parkway, the Arts Village located on Pine Street and properties located along the
west face of Washington Avenue, between Fern and Short Streets. The current proposal is
to construct a Convocation Center with Parking near the intersection of Washington
Avenue and Fern Street."

Land Use and Zoning

A windshield survey completed in 2007 of the project area revealed a variety of urban
land uses, as shown in Figure 3. However, as noted previously, the area’s post-Katrina
population appears to be in recovery. Also, many of the structures identified have an
unknown status as there appears to be little evidence of reconstruction or rehabilitation.
Where known demolition is occurring, such as at the Carrolton Shopping Center, this has
been noted.

In genéral, the land uses found in the area can be grouped into the following main
categories, as per the classifications found in the City of New Orleans Land Use Plan*:

e [nstitytional I i-Public Lan — the review identified several of these
activities located throughout the area. The best examples of this category include
schools, educational facilities; recreational facilities and the like. Xavier University
provides a good example of an Institutional land use in the project area.

o Commercial — the review indicated two categories of commercial activity in the area.
Neighborhood commercial providing small-scale retail or service operations that serve
the surrounding residential area. Regional commercial providing for large-scale retail
or service operations that draw from outside the neighborhood. The largest
concentrations of such activity, found along Washington Avenue and at the Carroliton
Shopping Center, remain vacant or proposed for demolition.

¢ |ndustrial/Vacant Industrial — the review indicated several structures which appeared

to be indicative of facilities dedicated to manufacturing, processing, warehousing,
packaging or treatment of products. Typically, this category is divided into sub-
categories, depending upon the intensity of operations: heavy industrial and light
industrial, with heaviest activities oriented to major transportation features include rail,
highway or waterbodies.

Prepared by pg. 7
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Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Stage O Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-36-0195 ® RPC Contract No. XAV-520
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

e Residential — the review indicated the presence of many residential structures. Most
were single-family, though some were two or more family constructed in a style
typically of New Orleans (doubles, camelback, triples, efc.). Also included in this
general category would be the group quarters provided by Xavier University for their
resident students. The heaviest concentration of multi-family residential development
appears to be outside of the project area, immediately west and south of the
Carrollton Shopping Center.

Consulting the official zoning maps from the City of New Orleans (2004) indicate that the
following zoning districts are found in the project area, as shown on Figure 4

° -4 Myltiple-Famil idential — provides for a variety of dwelling types, including
apartment hotels, which may be accompanied by accessory commercial uses, including
restaurants and shops. This zoning applies to the main part of the Xavier University
campus.

e RD-2 Two-Family Residential — provides for two family residential structures on smaller
lots, located in densely populated sections of the City. This zoning applies fo the
cluster of residential structures immediately south of Xavier University’s main campus.

L -1 = r —~ covers commercial and miscellaneous service activities.
This zoning applies to the properties fronting South Carrollton Avenue and Washington
Avenve, including the sites of the Carroliton Shopping Center and front portion of the
Xavier University campus.

e LI — Light Industrial — provides for a wide variety of light manufacturing, fabricating,
processing, wholesale distributing and warehouse uses. This zoning applies to the
properties fronting South Jefferson Davis Parkway, including the southern extension of
the Xavier University campus. Additionally, this zoning applies to those properties
along Washington Avenue south of Pine Street, for a depth of approximately one to
two blocks west.

Community Elements

As there are no central records of community elements available, a field review was used
to identify key facilities and activity areas which are present in the project area. The
following elements were identified:

e Bicycle Path — Field review identified a bike path within the neutral ground of South
Jefferson Davis Parkway lies at the southern border of the Xavier campus.

e Community Pool and Recregtion Center — Field review identified the Gert Town Pool,

located at 7400 Stroelitz Street, is near the project area. However, the pool does not
appear to be in use due to damage suffered from Katrina. Neither of these facilities
will be directly impacted by this project.

e Cemeteries — Field review indicated no known marked cemeteries located adjacent to
the corridor under study.
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Figure 3: Existing Land Use Pattern (General)
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Washington Avenve Pedestrian Crossing Stage O Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-346-0195 @ RPC Contract No. XAV-520
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

Displacem ~ Field review of the immediate construction area for the
proposed project identified no foreseen projected residential or commercial
displacements as a result of the project’s implementation.

e Historic Properties — Database research indicates that the Xavier University
administration building, convent, and library are all listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. The administration building is closest to the project site, located on
Drexel Drive just west of Pine Street.

e Significant Trees - Upon field review of the project study areq, there are 7 live oaks
of potential significance between South Carrollton Avenue and Pine Street along
Washington Avenue or Drexel Drive. There is a live ocak at each crosswalk on the
southern side of Washington Avenue. A review of the trees listed on Live Oak Society
Registry identified 247 registered trees within Orleans Parish." The locations of all
trees are not specified, so it is unclear if any are located within the project area.

e Existing Bridges — Field review identified three bridges crossing the Sewerage and
Water Board canal. The first is an automobile only bridge which carries Washington
Avenue westbound over the Sewerage and Water Board canal at Short Street. The
second is the pedestrian-only bridge at Fern Street. The third is combination
pedestrian and automobile bridge located at Pine Street. Construction information on
these bridges is not available.

Natural Environment
Database research of the elements identified on the Stage O checklist revealed the
presence of no elements in regard to the natural environment within the study area:

e There are no Wetland Reserve Program Properties located in the vicinity of the

project corridor.

e The proposed project will not impact any adjacent public parks or wildlife refuges, as
there are none located adjacent to the project area.*

A total of 21 plant and animal communities within Orleans Parish have been identified
as rare, threatened, or endangered by the Lovisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries.x! Of these, four have been listed as endangered or threatened by both the
state and federal government. This list does not specify locations within Orleans
Parish.

e No waterwgys listed under the Louisiana Scenic Rivers Act will be impacted by the

project, as there are none in the project area.”

Human Environment
Database research of the elements identified on the Stage O checklist revealed the
presence of the following items, none of which appear to be located near the project site:

e UST facilities - A search of records from the Underground Storage Tank Division of the
LDEQ Office of Environmental Assessment yielded one underground storage tank in
the project area: Exxon at 3725 S. Carrollton Avenue, approximately one-tenth of a
mile from the corner of Short Street and Washington Avenue. X
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e LUST Facilities — A search of LDEQ databases identified a leaking underground
storage tank report at 1275 South Jefferson Davis Parkway, Y2 mile from the
intersection of Pine Street and Washington Avenue.xl¥

e CERCLIS - There are no Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Information System (CERCLIS) or Superfund Sites located adjacent to the
project corridor.xY

e ECHOs - There are no records of Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO)
located within the project corridor.xv

e Chemical Plants, etc. - Field review indicates that there are no active chemical plants,
landfills, large manufacturing facilities, or refineries located within or adjacent to the
project corridor. ¥

e Oil/Gas Wells - There are no oil/gas wells on the site, according to the Louisiana
Department of Natural Resources.x

e Dry Cleaners - Field review indicates that the nearest dry cleaner to the project area
is located on South Carrollton Avenue between Stroelitz Street and Orpheus Court.xix

1U.S. Census Bureau. Availables http://www.census. gov /main/www /cen2000.himl. Accessed: November 13, 2007.

¥ Field review by Burk-Kleinpeter, November 29, 2007.

® Xavier University of Louisiana. Available: mﬂmh,gm;mmmm Accessed: December 3, 2007.

v Telephone conference between Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc. (P Waidhas, E Elam, R Chopin, J Rodriguez) and Manning Architects (R Manning,

C Johnson), November 8, 2007.

v New Orieans City Planning Commission. New Cenfury, New Orleans Land Use Plan, Apeil 1999.

“ National Park Service, National Register Information System (NRIS). Online. Availabler hitp://www.arnps.gov/. Accessed:

November 13, 2007.

 Field review was conducted by Burk-Kieinpeter staff, not a licensed arborist

# Lovlslana Garden Club, Live Oak Society — Registry. Online. Available: hitp://www.loyisionogardenclubs.org /poges/oglchim.

Accessed: December 3, 2007.

x Unlted Stafes Doparh‘nent of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NCRS), Oriline.  Available:
P ! o . Accessed: November 13, 2007.

x I.ot.vistqnc Dopartmom of Wildlifo and Fisheries, map of Wikllife Management Areas. Online. Available:

tp:/ [www wif lovisigna.gov /experience /wimgs /maps. Accessed: November 19, 2007.
4 Lovisiana Department of Wiidiife and Fisherhs, Lovisiana Natural Heritage Program, Threatened and Endangered Species. Online.
Available: hitp: JOUISIHITK SN )eriitoge /rgresp rsandparishhabitats. Accessed: November 13 2007.

o Louisiana Dopummnt of Wlldllfo cnd Fisherios, Lou!sianu Smk Rivers System Map. Online. Avallable:
pite: AL, 1.0 %=, perience /scenicri ignoscenicriverssystemmap .Aeeemdeovomborl3 2007.

M Louisiana Dopartmonf of Envimvtcl Quality. Ofﬁco of Environmental Assessment, Remediation Services Division, Underground
Storage Tanks. Leaking Underground Storage Tank. Pdf format.

= Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ)—lecking Underground Storage Tanks. Online. Avgilable:
http:/ /www.dec lovisiana.gov /portal/tabid /267 4 /Default.aspx. Accessed: November 29, 2007. Site Is located ot 1275 S. Jefferson
Davis Parkway, New Orleans, Tank #20784.

= UU.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA}—Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liabllity Information
System {CERCLIS). Online. Available: hitp: / /www.epa.gov/envire /himl/cerclis /cerclis gueryhimi. Accessed: November 29, 2007.

~ S EPA—Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHOS). Online. Availables http:/ /www.epg-echo.gov /cgi-bin/idegotis.cai.
Accessad: November 29, 2007.

™ Fleld review by Burk-Kieinpeter, November 28, 2007.

o Loyisiana Department of Natural Resources. Online. Available: : W WW. X www ri 1
Accessed: November 13, 2007.

= Figld review by Burk-Kieinpeter, November 28, 2007.
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CHAPTER 3:
INITIAL PROJECT CONCEPT

Existing Traffic Operations

The focus of the existing traffic operations is the segment of Washington Avenue from
South Carrolton Avenue to Pine Street. This quarter-mile segment of the corridor has the
following general geometric characteristics:

o Four vehicular lanes, two in each direction. The two innermost lanes bordering the
neutral ground are 10 ft. wide. The outer lanes are approximately 16-ft. wide.

e 35 mile per hour speed limit, with the only traffic signals located at Earhart/South
Jefferson Davis Parkway and South Carrollton Avenue;

e On-Street parking along the eastbound side of Washington Avenue;

e Five north-south through streets intersect with Washington Avenue: South Carrollton
Avenue, Short Street, Fern Street, Lowerline Street, Pine Street. All of these streets,
except South Carrollton Avenvue, intersect with two-way stop control (TWSC);

e Pine Street, west of Washington Avenve, is one-way eastbound. The corridor
operates in two directions east of Washington Avenue.

e Two crosswalks: one at Pine Street and another at Fern Street, which link to two
existing pedestrian bridges;

e Bus stops on Washington Avenvue in both directions at Fern Street and Pine Street;

e A neutral ground with trees.

Average Daily Traffic

Average Daily Traffic data collected by Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc. during September 2007
identified a total traffic volume of approximately 12,640 on Washington Avenue at Pine
Street. Traffic data collected on Pine Street indicated a total weekday volume of 2,920
vehicles on Pine Street west of Washington Avenue and 1,160 vehicles on the same
corridor east of Washington Avenve.

All data collected represent a three-day average. Data was collected during normal,
non-holiday periods when nearby schools were in session. Data collection was in
compliance with all applicable policies and practices of the Lovisiana Department of
Transportation and Development (LADOTD).

Peak-Hour Traffic and Vehicle Classification

Average Daily Traffic data determined the peak-periods for traffic along the corridor
generally correspond to the hours of 7:30-8:30 AM and 4:45-5:45 PM. During these
periods, Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc. collected traffic at the intersection of Washington Avenue
and Pine Street. Data tabulation included identification of vehicles over three groups
(autos, heavy trucks, buses) along with pedestrian movements across Washington Avenue
at Pine Street and Fern Street.

As shown in Figure 5, the great majority of vehicles using the corridor segment during
peak which pass through these intersections are passenger vehicles (98%). Buses and
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heavy trucks make up an extremely small percentage of the vehicles of the traffic stream
at both of these intersections. Trucks comprised 1.1% to 1.5% of the traffic stream,
whereas buses made up .63% to .52% of the
respective AM and PM peaks. Buses traveling
the corridor stopped at the posted Regional
Transit Authority stops.

100%

0,
75% Intersection Level of Service

An evaluation of the intersection of Washington
and Pine utilized available data collected during
the peak periods. This intersection has two-way
stop control, meaning that traffic on Pine Street is
under stop sign control, while traffic on
Woashington Avenue freely flows.

% of Traffic Stream
I
3

N
2

Traffic at this intersection was counted during
September 2007, and included a count of the

0%

AM Pedk PM Pedk pedestrians using the intersection to walk
Period (0730- Perlod (1645- between the Ars Village and main Xavier
0830) 1743) University campus, or from the Xavier campus to
Figure 5. existing Regional Transit Authority bus stops.
Peak-Hour Traffic Composition
Washington Avenue (EB/WB) Highway Capacity Software (HCS+) modules for

unsignalized intersections was used to determine
the amount of delay present at the intersection,
as well as the level-of-service. Table 2 presents the results of this analysis. Even though
the level-of-service on Pine Street in the moming is LOS E, the amount of observed queue
length for waiting vehicles did not exceed four to five vehicles.

at Pine Street

Table 2

Summary Peak-Hour Level-of-Service and Delay (2007)
Woashington Avenue at Pine Street

i AM Peak Period | ~ PM Peak Period
Location . Level-of- lﬁfersecrion - Level-of- I;jtersecﬁén

: Service (LOS) - Delay “Service (LOS) Delay:
Woashington Avenue NB: LOSE 39.5 secs. | NB: LOSD 27.7 secs.
at Pine Street SB: LOSB 13.3secs | SB: LOSC 15.9 secs

Notes:

1. Determined using the Highway Capacity Software (HCS+) Module for Unsignaiized Intersections, Release 5.2.
2. Eastbound Traffic (Washington Avenue from S. Carroliton to S Jefferson Davis) was at LOS B in AM and LOS A in

PM.

Compiled by Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc.,, 2007.
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Future Development Issues

Currently, the City of New Orleans is in the process of moving its strategy for recovery
following Hurricane Katrina. Part of this process involves designation of a number of
recovery areas throughout the City which will be the focus of a targeted recovery
strategy. This strategy identified 17 zones where development potential has been
identified in one of three categories: re-build, re-new or re-develop. These areas were
selected for this project as they contain areas around public assets in business corridors
which if enhanced, could generate further private investment from developers. One of
these areas is the I-10 at South Carroliton Avenue intersection and the site of the
Carroliton Shopping Center.! Included in this proposal is the long-term redevelopment of
the area to include a streetcar connection, reinvigorated pedestrian linkages across
Washington Avenue and better connection across South Carroliton between Xavier and
other developments. (See Appendix E for more details)

In addition, Xavier University is in the process of revising and completing its campus master
plan. This plan includes a concept for placing more structures and activity areas into the
western portion of the campus, near Drexel Drive and Short Street, as well as in areas
along Washington Avenue. As buildings and activity areas for the plan are finalized,
their impact on pedestrian access and demand will need to be considered.

Identified and Known Constraints

Within the project corridor from South Carroliton Avenue to Broadway Street along
Washington Avenue, there are several constraints that will need to be considered during
the conceptual development of corridor improvements:

e Sewerage and Water Board Canal — A existing open drainage canal parallels

Woashington Avenue for the length of the project corridor. The width of the canal
adjacent to Xavier's campus is approximately 85 ft. This canal helps move water from
the Broad Avenue pump station to the 17™ Street Canal near Metairie Road on the
Orleans/Jefferson Parish line. Any improvement to this area should be planned to
allow for access to this canal for maintenance and clearing.

e Existing Utility Lines — Utility lines run parallel to Washington Avenue on its southern
side. Any improvement in this area would need to take into consideration the need to
relocate all or a portion of these utilities.

o Traffic Patterns and Access — Washington Avenue is part of a commuter route

extending from Metairie Road to Earhart Boulevard. Nearby school campuses also
attract traffic onto the corridor. Traffic volumes entering and exiting the Xavier
University campus continue to change. In addition, some drivers coming from
Dominican High School take Pine Street northbound through Gert Town to Pine Street.
Any improvement in the area would need to take into account the need for
maintaining access on Washington Avenue while under construction.

Definition of Alternative

The proposed project is a pedestrian improvement, including an elevated walkway over
the Washington Avenue Canal, linking Xavier University to a planned parking garage and
related campus facilities in the Gert Town area.
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This elevated walkway will have the following general characteristics:

o It will be approximately 274 feet long, with landings located at the corner of Fern
Street with Washington Avenve and Drexel Drive with the Xavier University campus
near the Science and Administration Buildings;

o The span will have a minimum vehicle clearance of seventeen feet, which allows for
passage of trucks and buses on Washington Avenue

o Each landing will be equipped with elevators and stairs located within enclosed towers
on either end of the structure. Full access will be provided in accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 as amended;

o The walkway will be approximately ten {10) feet in width, which will allow pedestrian
traffic to walk two abreast;

There will be security lighting in all stairwells, landings and walkway areas;

There will be no direct connections between this facility and Xavier University buildings
on either side of Washington Avenue;

Through & proposed cooperative endeavor with the State and/or City of New Orleans,
Xavier University will donate the property necessary for the bridge towers on either side
of Washington Avenue for the purposes of constructing the pedestrian bridge. The
University will also provide assistance to secure the walkway and maintain the site’s
elevators.

The estimated cost for this alternative is $2.257 miillion. This is based on the initial order

of magnitude cost estimate prepared using unit costs provided for similar projects through
LADOTD.

As currently envisioned, the individual towers at either end of the span would connect to
landings which would form public plazas offering connectivity to existing sidewalks
leading to South Carrollton Avenue. The public plaza on the south side of the structure (at
Short Street and Washington Avenue) would most likely contain a park or similar feature
which would form the “front yard" for a building to be developed by Xavier University.

There are no plans currently to use this walkway as a means to run utility service (steam,
electricity, fiber optic, telecommunications) between the Xavier Main Campus and new
structures, or to any other surrounding buildings.

The individual piers holding up the structure would be placed in such a way that their
location would not impede maintenance activities on the Washington Avenve canal. Also,
as part of the final design on this project, the locations would be placed in such a manner
as to not preclude future work on the canal to widen or deepen the channel.

it should be noted that the purpose of the Stage O study is to determine initial feasibility.
General design issves including structure fagade treatments, pier placement and materials
choices will be addressed in more advanced design. All other specific design issues, including
but not limited to those mentioned above and that pertain to the LADOTD standards shall be
addressed in more advanced stages of design.

1 City of New Orleans Recovery Plan, Overview of Target Recovery Areas, www.cityofno.com, 2007.
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CHAPTER 4:
PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE

A preliminary order of magnitude cost estimate for the project has been prepared using
unit cost information supplied by LADOTD. The purpose of this estimate is to provide an
initial review of the commitment required to construction the project.

Estimates include costs for right-of-way, utilities relocation, construction, engineering,
survey and contingency as expressed in 2007 dollars, based on bid tabulations from the
¢ quarter of 2007, as reported by LADOTD. Should future steps in the LADOTD project
development process result in adjustments in corridor location, assumed conditions and
typical sections, the cost estimates shown below would need to be adjusted accordingly.
Therefore, these estimates should be considered, not final and for planning purposes.

Table 3

Preliminary Order of Magnitude Cost Estimate (2007)
Woashington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing (Fern Street to Short Street)

Cost Category Estimated Cost
Mobilization, Demolition, Site Preparation $191,500
Bridge Components $1,614,200
Drainage and Utility Relocation Not applicable
Right-of-Way Not applicable
Contingencies : $451,400
Engineering, Construction Administration, Testing, Survey $290,000
Total Estimated Project Cost $2,547,100

Notes:

1. Based upon unit cost information for similar projects as provided by LADOTD.

2. Values represent an initial order of magnitude cost estimate and should be used for planning purposes only.
3. Values rounded to the closest $100.

Compiled by Burk-Kleinpeter, inc., 2008.
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CHAPTER 5:
EXPECTED FUNDING SOURCES

According to the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for the New Orleans
Urbanized Areas, some funding has been set aside for improvements in this general
corridor. This information is provided in Table 4.

Table 4

Programmed Funding for Improvements
Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing (Fern Street to Short Street)

;F,‘,.'sf:“l “Project Name | Work Phase Eshmaied . Federal Source .
Year | R | , Cost . Share -
Bike/Pedestrian
FY11 Crossing at Federal
To Washington Avenue at | Engineering Unknown Unknown D .
FY16 Xavier University emonstration
(700-36-0195)

Program as proposed by the Regional Planning Commission as of February 13, 2007 —~ Transportation
Improvement Program, New Orleans Urbanized Areq, Fiscal Years 2007-2010.

Data Source: Regional Planning Commission, 2007.

Table compiled by Burk-Kielnpeter, Inc., 2007.
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City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

Appendix A

Existing (2007) Traffic
o Average Daily Traffic Forms: Washington Avenue and Pine Street
o Peak-Hour Traffic Summaries for Washington Avenue at Pine Street

) Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Stage O Feasibility Study
@ State Project No. 700-36-0195 ® RPC Contract No. XAV-520
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24-HOUR TRAFFIC COUNT SUMMARY

Location:  Pine St. NB
At:  south of Washington
Count Date(s):  9/05/07-9/07/07
Count Type:  Average Weekday

Job Name: Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing
Job Number: 10382-01

24 Hour Average
Time Period | | Northbound NB% Southbound SB% TOTAL
12 AM-1 5 156% 0 0% 5
12 3 0% 0 0% 3
2-3 2 67% 0 0% 2
34 1 200% 0 0% 1
4-5 5 80% 0 0% 5
5-6 11 109% 0 0% 11
6-7 22 100% 0 0% 22
7-8 93 98% 0 0% 93
8-9 78 89% 0 0% 78
9-10 64 104% 0 0% 64
10-11 66 109% 0 0% 66
11-12 69 123% 0 0% 69
12 PM-1 80 98% 0 0% 80
1-2 66 102% 0 0% 66
2-3 79 92% 0 0% 79
34 109 94% 0 0% 109
4-5 91 103% 0 0% 91
5-6 102 96% 0 0% 102
6-7 83 87% 0 0% 83
7-8 50 102% 0 0% 50
8-9 30 137% 0 0% 30
9-10 23 111% 0 0% 23
10-11 18 83% 0 0% 18
11-12 13 85% 0 0% 13
24-HR TOTAL 1,157 100% 0 0% 1,157
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM Vehicles Dir. % % of 24-HR.
Northbound 976 100% 84%
Southbound 0 0% #DIV/0!
TOTAL 976 100% 84%
‘" Peak-Hour - . Vehicles % of 24-HR.
AM 93 8%
PM 109 9%

Comments:  Not adjusted for trucks (vehicles with three or more axles).
Developed using 3 days worth of traffic data
Data Source:  Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc., 2007.

BURK-KLEINPETER, INC.




Traffic Count Summary Form

Location:  Washington Avenue
At:  east of Pine St
Count Date(s):  9/05/07 through 9/06/07
Count Type: Average Weekday

Job Name: Washington Avenue Canal Crossing
Job Number: 10382-01

24 Hour Average
| Time Period | | Westbound WB% Eastbound EB% TOTAL
12 AM-1 33 49% 34 51% 67
1-2 17 45% 20 55% 37
2-3 22 62% 13 38% 35
34 7 54% 6 46% 13
4-5 27 66% 14 34% 40
5-6 41 60% 28 40% 68
6-7 142 49% 150 51% 292
7-8 498 47% 563 53% 1,061
8-9 511 44% 639 56% 1,150
9-10 382 44% 479 56% 861
10-11 361 50% 354 50% 715
11-12 376 51% 368 49% 744
12 PM-1 432 50% 438 50% 870
1-2 377 48% 402 52% 779
2-3 457 53% 405 47% 861
34 576 56% 461 44% 1,036
4-5 566 57% 430 43% 996
5-6 553 56% 435 44% 988
6-7 377 55% 309 45% 686
7-8 227 50% 228 50% 454
8-9 141 50% 143 50% 284
9-10 126 51% 120 49% 246
10-11 112 50% 113 50% 225
11-12 64 47% 72 53% 136
24-HR TOTAL 6,418 51% 6,220 49% 12,638
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM Vehicles Dir. % % of 24-HR.
Westbound 5,463 51% 85%
Eastbound 5,281 49% 85%
TOTAL 10,744 100% 85%
L Peal p Vehicles % of 24-HR.
AM 1,150 9%
PM 1,036 8%

Comments:  Not adjusted for trucks (vehicles with three or more axles).
August Avenue closed at Lapalco for construction
Data Source:  Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc.

BURK-KLEINPETER, INC. 24hr. Traffic Count Summary Wash EB WB.xls
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Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Stage 0 Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-36-0195 e RPC Contract No. XAV-520
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

Appendix B
HCS Analysis of Existing Peak-Hour Operations
Woashington Avenue at Pine Street

Prepared for: pg- B-1

Regional Planning Commission April 2008
Jeffersan, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Tammany and St. Bernard Parishes
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HCS+: Unsignalized Intersections Release 5.2

TWO-WAY STOP CONTROL SUMMARY

Analyst: Burk-Kleinpeter
Agency/Co.: Planning Division
Date Performed: 9/19/2007
Analysis Time Period: AM
Intersection: Washington at Pine
Jurisdiction: New Orleans
Units: U. S. Customary
Analysis Year: 2007
Project ID: 10382-01 Washington Avenue Stage 0 Feasibility Study
East/West Street: Washington Avenue
North/South Street: Pine St.
Intersection Orientation: EW Study period (hrs): 0.25
Vehicle Volumes and Adjustments
Major Street: Approach Eastbound Westbound
Movement 1 2 3 | 4 5 6
L T R | L T R
Volume 148 369 622 31
Peak-Hour Factor, PHF 0.87 0.87 0.78 0.78
Hourly Flow Rate, HFR 170 424 797 39
Percent Heavy Vehicles 2 -- -- -- -
Median Type/Storage TWLTL / 2
RT Channelized?
Lanes 0 2 2 0
Configuration LT T T TR
Upstream Signal? No No
Minor Street: Approach Northbound Southbound
Movement 7 8 9 | 10 11 12
L T R | L T R
Volume 131 27 5 4 20
Peak Hour Factor, PHF 0.85 0.85 0.85 0.75 0.75
Hourly Flow Rate, HFR 154 31 5 5 26
Percent Heavy Vehicles 0 0 25 0 0
Percent Grade (%) .0 0
Flared Approach: Exists?/Storage Yes /6 No /
Lanes 4 1 0 0 0
Configuration L - TR LR
Delay, Queue Length, and Level of Service
1 Approach EB WB Northbound Southbound
. Movement 1 4 7 8 9 | 10 11 12
Lane Config LT I L TR | LR
- v (vph) 170 154 36 31
I C(m) (vph) 794 242 214 466
v/c 0.21 0.64 0.17 0.07
. 95% queue length 0.81 3.88 0.59 0.21
| Control Delay 10.8 42.7 25.9 13.3
LOS B E D B
. Approach Delay : 39.5 13.3

Approach LOS : E o B




HCS+: Unsignalized Intersections Release 5.2

TWO-WAY STOP CONTROL SUMMARY

Analyst:

Agency/Co.:

Date Performed:
Analysis Time Period:
Intersection:
Jurisdiction:

Units: U. S. Customary
Analysis Year:
Project ID:
East/West Street:
North/South Street:

Burk-Kleinpeter
Planning Division
9/20/2007

PM

Washington at Pine
New Orleans

2007

Washington Avenue
Pine St. '

10382-01 Washington Avenue Stage 0 Feasibility Study

Intersection Orientation: EW Study period (hrs): 0.25
Vehicle Volumes and Adjustments
Major Street: Approach Eastbound Westbound
Movement 1 2 3 I 4 5 6
L T R | L T R
Volume 646 18 99 310
Peak-Hour Factor, PHF 0.87 0.87 0.91 0.91
Hourly Flow Rate, HFR 742 20 108 340
Percent Heavy Vehicles -- - 2 - -
Median Type/Storage Raised curb /1
RT Channelized?
Lanes 2 0 0 2
Configuration T TR LT T
Upstream Signal? No No
Minor Street: Approach Northbound Southbound
Movement 7 8 9 i 10 11 12
L T R | L T ‘R
Volume 97 16 16 19 41
Peak Hour Factor, PHF 0.88 0.88 0.88 0.71 0.71
Hourly Flow Rate, HFR 110 18 18 26 57
Percent Heavy Vehicles 1 1 1 0 0
Percent Grade (%) 0 B 0
Flared Approach: Exists?/Storage © Yes /6 No /
Lanes 1 1 0 0 0
Configuration L TR LR
Delay, Queue Length, and Level of Service
Approach EB WB Northbound Southbound
Movement 1 4 P 7 8 S ! 10 11 12
Lane Config LT | L TR i LR
v (vph) 108 110 36 83
C(m} (vph) 842 244 448 414
v/c 0.13 0.45 0.08 0.20
95% queue length 0.44 2.18 0.26 0.74
Control Delay 9.9 31.3 16.8 15.9
LOS A D C C
Approach Delay 27.7 15.9
Approach LOS - D c




Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Stage O Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-36-0195 e RPC Contract No. XAV-520
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Appendix C
Project Meeting Summaries

Prepared for: pg. C-1

Regional Planning Commission April 2008
Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Tammany and St. Berard Parishes
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BURK-KLEINPETER, INC.

ENGINEERS, ARCHITECTS, PLANNERS, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTISTS
4176 CANAL STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70119
(504) 486-8901 - FAX (S504) 488-1714

MEETING REPORT
BKI Job No.: 10382-0100 Date: July 13, 2007
Project Title: Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Stage 0 Feasibility Study
Meeting Location: Xavier University, Drexel Hall
Participants: Refer to attached meeting sign-in sheet
Summary: The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Stage 0 report scope and identify ways that

those in attendance can have input into the effort. Main points of the meeting were as follows:

The Stage 0 effort is an initial step in the process and will result in schematic designs and cost estimates. Additional
development work will be necessary.

René and José showed the intial schematic of the pedestrian bridge over the canal. This concept will be refined
based on information received from Xavier and Manning Architects.

Manning is modifying the campus master plan, but is not doing any specific design work on the proposed
multipurpose assembly center or parking garage. They will work with Xavier administrators to determine the
concept and approximate location for the pedestrian bridge footings, interface with buildings, accessibility methods,
etc. Chris Johnson is the POC for Manning.

BKI1 will await the above information from Manning and Xavier and use it as the basis for the concept design and
cost estimate of the pedestrian bridge.

BKI will proceed with the traffic study on Washington Ave. in September when school patterns return to normal.
The Gert Town neighborhood is still only very sparsely populated and the area schools are vacant. This will likely
lower both vehicular and pedestrian traffic at the Washington/Pine intersection.

Providing the local funding match to the federal earmark is a concern for the RPC. It will require Xavier and City
cooperation. The RPC will facilitate as needed and the DOTD can also help:

Follow-up Actions: As noted above.
Attachments: Meeting sign-in sheet
Written by: P. Waidhas

Copies to: E. Elam, file
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"BURK-KLEINPETER, INC
ENGINEERS, ARCHlTECTS, PLANNERS, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTISTS

4176 ‘CANAL .STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70119
. (804) 486-5901 - FAX (504) 488-1714

TE_LEPH.QNE"‘_CON.VEERSATIONCRECORD

JobNo.: 103820100 = - - 2 .Con'versation Ddte' Nbvembér 08,2007
Job Title: Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossmg Stage OF easzbzhty Study
State Project No.:  700-36-0195
RPC Cont. No.:  XAV-520

Individual ' Organization ‘ Telephone Number '

To:  Paul Waidhas - Burk- Klempeter Inc. 504/486-5901
Ed Elam, René Chopm, José Rodriguez ‘
From: Ray Manning Manning Architects 504/412-2000
Chris Johnson ‘

Subject: Washington Avenue Pedestrian Bridge Siting and General Design Considerations

Summary:  The phone conference was initiated based on previous discussions between Paul Waidhas and
Chris Johnson. Burk — Kleinpeter, Inc. (BKI) is preparing a Stage 0 Feasibility Study for pedestrian improvements
crossing the Washington Ave. corridor in the Xavier University vicinity. Manning Architects (MA) has prepared the
Xavier Campus Master Plan and will be designing the Convocation Center in the near future. The purpose of the
discussion was to identify the general design parameters of the elevated pedestrian bridge spanning Washington Ave.
and the canal between Fern and Short streets. The BKI schematic drawing illustrating the pedestrian bridge
elevation and floor plan, and the MA Master Plan “Convocational Center and Parking” (p. 29) and “Campus
Connections” (p. 37) provided the basis for the discussion.

MA and BKI agreed that the bridge landing on the south (Convocation Center) side of Washington Ave. will be
located on the comer of that roadway and Fern St. This will work well with the Convocation Center footprint while
providing some distance from the vehicular bridge structure crossing the canal. MA indicated that the bridge landing
on the north (main campus) side should be located between the Science and Administration buildings, as close to
Drexel Dr. as possible.

MA indicated that no direct connections to Xavier University buildings on either side of Washington Avenue are
planned at this time. Therefore, no connections will be shown on the revised BKI schematic bridge drawing.

MA indicated that ADA compliance should be achieved via elevators on both sides of the bridge. '

MA will work with the Xavier administration to prepare a letter to Walter Brooks of the RPC. The letter will
indicate that the University will donate the property necessary for the bridge towers on either side of Washington
Ave. to the City of New Orleans or State of Louisiana for the purposes of constructing a public pedestrian bridge
over Washington Ave. and the canal. That letter will also indicate that the University will be responsible for security
and maintenance of the elevators.




BURK-KLEIN PETER INC

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION RECORD

Follow-up: BKI: : : . :
KPR - Incorporate design features as discussed and noted above.

Complete Stage 0 document based on the discussion.

Discuss’ mplementauon txmehne with RPC staff and provide general schedule to MA and
Xavier :

AR NN

Manning Architects:
v Work with Xavier adnumsu-atlon to prepare letter

v Provide a general schedule for design and construction of the Convocation Center to BKI
Written by:  Paul Waidhas
Copies to:  Participants

Walter Brooks & Jeff Roesel, RPC
File

P.2
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BURK-KLEINPETER, INC.

ENGINEERS, ARCHITECTS, PLANNERS, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTISTS
4176 CANAL STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70119
(504) 4B6-5901 - FAX (504) 488-1714

MEETING REPORT
BK1 Job No.: 10382 Date:  April 28, 2008
Job Title: Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Stage 0 Feasibility Study
Meeting Location: Sewerage & Water Board of New Orleans
Participants: Joe Sullivan, S& WB; Paul Waidhas, BKI

Summary:

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the current Washington Avenue Pedestrian Crossing concept and how it may or
may not affect the Palmetto (Washington Avenue) Canal, which is a Sewerage & Water Board of New Orleans (S&WB)
facility. Joe was involved with the 2004 project, including the public participation elements.’

Major points of discussion included:

At some point in the future, the S&WB does plan to increase the capacity of the canal by squaring out the cross
sectional area. The current stepped design with sloping concrete panels would be replaced with vertical sides and a
flat horizontal bottom. The invert would remain at the current depth. There are no plans for this expansion
currently under design, nor is there a schedule to do so, but this is something that S&WB would very much like to
do.

The covering of the canal with a concrete deck is no longer part of the project. This was really the only element of
any great concern to S&WB because it would have required a complete rebuilding of the canal in front of Xavier
University.

The high-level pedestrian bridge is of little concern. In looking over Figure 5, which depicts the pedestrian bridge
cross section, including the canal, Joe did not see any long-term concerns. He understands that this is only an initial
concept drawing, but feels that since the bridge piers are located outside of the canal section, adverse structural and
hydraulic impacts to the canal will be avoided.

Joe did request that S& WB be consulted during the development of the engineering plans for the pedestrian bridge
to avoid any potential construction period impacts. Specifically, he would like to see the soil data from the
geotechnical report because S&WB does not have any information that he is aware of for that area. The concrete
slope panels in the canal are not pile supported and basically float on the soil. He would also like to see where the
bridge pier pilings are going to be located in relation to the canal’s concrete I-wall side panels.

Follow-up Actions: Coordinate with S& WB during preliminary and final design as noted above
Attachments: NA
Written by: Paul
Copies to: Joe Sullivan, Jeff Roesel, René Chopin, File

! Washington Avenue Transportation & Pedestrian Plan, SPN 736-36-0032. Prepared for the Regional Planning
Commission. Prepared by Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc. October, 2004.




Washington Avenve Pedestrian Crossing Stage O Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-36-0195 e RPC Contract No. XAV-520
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

Appendix D
Agency and Public Involvement

The purpose of the agency and public involvement plan is to identify those jurisdictional
review agencies and public or private parties that expressed interest in the project.

The level and complexity of agency interaction and notification will be determined during
the Stage 1 process when LA DOTD’s Environmental Section will review the completed
Stage O report's statement of project feasibility and determine an appropriate course of
action from one of the following types of documents: Categorical Exclusion (CE),
Environmental Assessment with Finding of No Significant Impact (EA/FONSI) or
Environmental Impact Statement with Finding of No Significant Impact (EIS/FONSI).

During the course of this project, the team identified a list of contacts to which a standard
agency notification would be administered as part of a next phase of work. This list
represents the following groups:

e LA DOTD - LA DOTD and LA DOTD District 02 will play a role in reviewing the
adequacy of future environmental and engineering design documentation;

e Economic Development — Several groups active in promoting and supporting long-
term development of the immediate area have been identified as they will have a
stake in the project’s long-term development;

e Environmental Groups — These groups represent issues relative to the natural
environment;

Indian Tribes — These groups represent the interests of Native Americans in the area;
Information Agencies — These groups should be provided information on the project
to determine if it has any impacts on their ongoing work in the areq;

e Local/State Elected Officials — This group represents those elected officials covering
municipal/parish and state who need to be informed on the project;

e Local Government ~ This group represents key contacts in municipal and parish
government who may have additional information on the project area required during
any review of environmental conditions;

e Permitting Agencies — This group represents those agencies who may play a role in
permitting the project during its stages of construction;

e US Government Official — This group represents those elected officials within the
Congress for the area who need to be informed on the project.

A copy of the database list has been attached for review, consultation and update as
required as part of the next phase of work.

Prepared for: pg. D-1

Regional Planning Commission April 2008
Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Tammany and St. Bernard Parishes
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Washington Avenve Pedestrian Crossing Stage 0 Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-36-0195 @ RPC Contract No. XAV-520
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

Appendix F
Traffic Signal Warrant Form = Washington Avenue at Pine Street

In order to determine the potential for a traffic signal and pedestrian crosswalk as means
to regulate traffic flow at the site, BKI conducted an initial warrant review using the daily
and peak-period traffic data. The data was used to address the requirements
established in an MUTCD-based traffic signal warrants analysis form.! A traffic signal
warrants analysis was conducted using a form from the National Cooperative Highway
Research Program. 2 There are eight warrants on the analysis form, three of which
(Warrant 1, Warrant 2, and Warrant 3) apply to this study.

The following is a description of the eight warrants:

o Section 4C.02 Warrant 1, Eight-Hour Vehicular Volume

The Minimum Vehicular Volume, Condition A, is intended for application at locations
where a large volume of intersecting traffic is the principal reason to consider
installing a traffic control signal. The Interruption of Continvous Traffic, Condition B, is
intended for application at locations where Condition A is not satisfied and where the
traffic volume on a major street is so heavy that traffic on a minor street intersecting
street suffers excessive delay or conflict in entering or crossing the major street.

o Section 4C03 Warrant 2, Four-hour Vehicular Volume

The Four-Hour Vehicular Volume signal warrant conditions are intended to be applied
where the volume of intersecting traffic is the principal reason to consider installing a
traffic control signal.

o Section 4C.04 Warrant 3, Peak Hour

The Peak Hour signal warrant is intended for use at a location where traffic conditions
are such that for a minimum of 1 hour of an average day, the minor-street traffic
suffers undue delay when entering or crossing the major street.

o Section 4C.05 Warrant 4, Pedestrian Volume

The Pedestrian Volume signal warrant is intended for application where the traffic
volume on a major street is so heavy that pedestrians experience excessive delay in
crossing the major street.

o Section 4C.06 Warrant 5, School Crossing _
The School Crossing signal warrant is intended for application where the fact that
school children cross the major street is the principal reason to consider installing a
traffic control signal.

o Section 4C.07 Warrant 6, Coordinated Signal System
Progressive movement in a coordinated signal system sometimes necessitates installing
traffic control signals at intersections where they would not otherwise be needed in
order to maintain proper platooning of vehicles.

' Manuval on Uniform Traffic Confrol Devices for Streefs ond Highways. 2003 Edition. Federal Highway Administration. Chapter 4C,

Traffic Control Signal Needs Studies. Page 4C-1 through 4C-9.

2 Nationad Cooperative Highway Research Program. Report 457. Appendix B. Traffic Signal Warrants Analysis Form. Pages B-8 to B-12.
" “Evaluating Intersection Improvements: an Engineering Study Guide.” Transportation Research Board National Research Council.

Prepared for: pg. F-1

Regional Planning Commission April 2008
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Washington Avenuve Pedestrian Crossing Stage O Feasibility Study
State Project No. 700-36-0195 e RPC Contract No. XAV-520
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA

o Section 4C.08 War Crash E ience

The Crash Experience signal warrant conditions are intended for application where the
severity and frequency of crashes are the principal reasons to consider installing a

traffic control signal.

o Section 4C.09 Warrant 8, Roadway Network

Installing a traffic control signal at some intersections might be justified to encourage
concentration and organization of traffic flow on a roadway network.

The initial findings are as follows:

Warrant 1: Warrant NOT satisfied. The condition does not meet satisfaction for Eight-hour
Vehicular Volume. Only one of the eight hours met minimum requirements.

Warrant 2: Warrant NOT satisfied. None of the points of volume combinations lie above

the appropriate line.

Warrant 3: Warrant NOT saﬁsﬁed.- Neither of the points of volume combinations lies

above the appropriate line.

Warrant 4: Warrant NOT satisfied. At this time, the volume of pedestrian traffic is lower

than the identified threshold.

Warrant 5: Not examined/Not Applicable
Warrant 6: Not examined/Not Applicable
Woarrant 7: Not examined

Warrant 8: Not examined/Not Applicable

pg. F-2
April 2008

Prepared by
BURK-KLEINPETER, INC. (10382-01)
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TRAFFIC SIGNAL WARRANTS ANALYSIS FORM

Sheet 1 of5
Cale: : Date:
Oiv.: Co.. Rte.: Chk: Date:
Major Road:_Washington Avenue Critical approach speed:3S mph Lanes:__4
Minor Road:__Pine Street Critical approach speed:~Y mp Lanes:__2

Volumse Level
1. Criticat speed of major road traffic > 70 kmvh (40 mph):  [_JYes  X]No

2. In bulit-up area of isolated community of < 10,000 pop.: D Yes m No
i Question 1 of 2 above is answered “Yes® then use *70%" volume leve:  |_]70%  [_] 100%

W - Eight-Hour Vehlcular Volume Satisfied: [ | Yes v
Warrant is safisfiad ¥ Condition A or Gondllion 8 Is “100 % satisfed.” Warmrant is siso safisfled ¥ both Condition A
and Condiion 8 are “80% satisfied.”
¢ Condition A - Minimum Vehlcular Volume 100% Satisfled: D Yes No
80% Satisfied: [_] Yes X]no

Racard hours whene conditian is met and the corresponding volumes iy boxes provided, Condion Is 100%
safisfied ¥ the rminkmum volumas are mst for elghf hours. Condition Is 80% salisSad ¥ parsnthefical volumes am
met for aight hows.

Minimum Requirements
(80% Shown in Brackets)

(volumes in veh/h)

Approach Lanes: 1 2 or more

100%] _ 70%] 100%]  70%]
A 500
. 350 420
Major Road (400) === (480)

Highest Approach | 150 105 200 140
Minor Road (120) == (160)

e Condition B - Interruption of Continuous Traffic 100% Satisfied: [ |Yes [ _INo

B0% Satisfied: [ JYss [ _INo

Record hours where condiort Is met and the correspending vokumes in boxes provided, Coandifion is 100%
safisfied ¥ the minkmum volumes ara ref for elght hours. Condition is 80% salisfied i parenthelical volumes sre

mef for sight hours.

— Minimum Requirsments
{volumes in vehvh) {80% Shown In Brackets)

2 or more
_ Volume Level:] 100% 1 70% | 100% | 70% -
Both Approaches 900 630
Major Road {720)

Highest Approach 75 63 100 70
Inor Road (60) {80)

* _ Based on traffic volumes collected in 2007 at the intersection of Washington Avenue and Pine Street




TRAFFIC SIGNAL WARRANTS ANALYSIS FORM

Sheet2 of 5
- Four-Hour Veh m Satisfied: [ | Yes No
Plot four volume combinations on the appBcable figure beiow, If four polnts #s above ihe appropriate ins, then the

warrant s satisfled.

Figure A, Criteria for “100%" volume level.

I
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3 N T T T 1
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g e v e
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Figure B. Criteria for “70%" volume level,
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* NOTE: 90 VPH APPLES AB THE LOWER THRESHOLD VOLURE COR ANNOA ROAD
APPROACK WITH TWO OR MORE LANES AND 08 VPK APPLESAS THE LOWER
THRESHOLD VOLUME FOR A MNOR ROAD APPACACK WIH ONE LANE.

Minimum Requirements
(80% Shown in Brackets)
Approach Lanes: 1 2 or more

Volume level:} 100% 70%] 100% 70%

(volumes in veh/h)

[~ Both Approaches | 500 600
Major Road @ao0) | 350 | sy | 420

Fighest Approach | 150 200

Minor Road 120) | 105 | (1e0) | 140

* _ Based on traffic volumes collected in 2007 at the intersection of Washington Avenue and Pine Street
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WARRANT 3 - Peak Hour

Unusual condition justifying use of warrant:

Reoord hour where cifterfa are fiiiied and the corresponding delay or volums in boxes provided. Piot the psak
hour volume combinetion on the appicebls figurs bolow. If al three critera are fulfied or the piotied point Kes
sbove the appropriate ine, then the warant Is safisfad.

TRAFFIC SIGNAL WARRANTS ANALYSIS FORM

Sheet3of 5

Satisfied: [ | Yes [x] no

Criteria

— e -
1. Delay on Minor Approach (veh-h)

- — BNy
Approach Lanes | No. of Approaches Hour Fultliled?
1 Yes | No

2. Volume on Minor Approach (veh/h)

| 3. Total Entering Voiume (veh/h

Figure A. Criterla for *100%" volume level.

Figura B. Criterla for "70%" voluma level.
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* NOTE: 108 VA APPLIES AS THE LOWER TKRESHOLD VOLUME FOR A MNOR ROAD
APPROAGH WEW TWO OR MORE LANER AMD T§ VPH APPLES AS VHE LOWER

THRESHOLD VOLUME FOR A MINOR AOAD APPROACH WTH ONE LANE.
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* . Based on traffic volumes collected in 2007 at the intersection of Washington Avenue and Pine Street
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TRAFFIC SIGNAL WARRANTS ANALYSIS FORM
Sheet4 of 5

WARRANT 4 - Pedestrian Volume Satisfied: D Yes m No

Record hours where criferia are fuilBsd snd the corresponding volure or gap frequency in the boxes provided.
The wamant is salisfiod if al threw of the criteris are fufied.

Fulfilled? |
Yes | No

Criteria

; 1. Pedecman volume crossing the major road is 100 ped/h or more for each

of any four hours or is 190 pad/h or mere during any ona hour. X

adequate length for pedestrians to cross during ths sams hours as the
pedastrian volumae criterion Is satisfied. |

13. The nearest traffic signat along the major road is located more then 90 m | S. Carrollton to Pine Street
(300 ft) away. Or, the nearest traffic signal is within 80 m (300 ft) but the § 1,212 ft (est)

proposed traffic signal will not restrict the progressive movement of gig;lsg?esst)kﬁ Davis Pkwi y

Applicable &:

vokume or gap frequency in the boxes pro
meuMd#dthnwfﬂuWam d.

Fulfilled?
Yes | No

: 1 Them are a mlnlmum of 20 students durlng the highest mslng hour.

. Thers are fewer adequata gaps in the major road traffic streamn during the period
whaen the children are using the crossing than the number minutes in the same pericd.

3. The nearest fraffic signal along the major road §s focated more than 60 m (300 ft)
away, Or, the nearest traffic signal is within 80 m {300 ft) but the proposed traffic
signal will not ict the progressive m ant of traffic, )

Fulfilled?
Yes § No
—

1. Ona one-way road ora road that has tra!'ﬁc predomlna;ﬁly in one dlrectlon tho adjacent eignals
| are so far apart that they do not provide the necessary degree of vehicle platooning

- Based on traffic volumes collected in 2007 at the intersection of Washington Avenue and Pine Street
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TRAFFIC SIGNAL WARRANTS ANALYSIS FORM

Sheet80of5

_Examitréd..”

1 Hour Met? | Fulfilled?
Criteria
Yes | No | Yes | No
1. One of the | Warrant 4.1 at 80% of volume requirements:
warrants to | 80 ped/h for 4 hrs or 152 ped/h for 1 hr
the fightis {Warrant 1, Condition A (80% sefisfled)
Warrant 1, Condition B (80% satisfied)
2. Adequate trial of othar remedial measures has failed to Moasures tried:
reduoe crash frequency.
3. Five or more reported crashes, of types susceptible to Number of crashes per 12 months:
cO! on by signal, have occurred within a 12-mo. period.

Sotisfied:

roadway network for through traffic flow.

1. Part of the road or hlqhway sy:tem that serves as the prlndpal

of the
T Met? Fulfilled?
Criteria
Yes | No { Yes | No "
1. Both of the [a. Total entering volume of at jeast 1,000 [Entering volume:
criteria fo vehvh during typical weekday peak hour.
the right  Ib. Five-year projected volumes that satisfy | Warrani(s) satisfied:
ons or mote of Warrants 1, 2, or 3.
2. Totsl entering volume at least 1,000 veh/h for each of -Hour
any 5 hrs of a non-normel business day (Sat. or Sun.)
-Volume
——— —
Met? Fulfilled?
Characteristics of Major Routes

Yes | No

Major Road:

Minor Road:

2. Rural or suburban highway outside of, entering, or traversing a city. Major Road:

Minor Road:
3. Appears as & mejor route on an official plan. Major Road:
n Minor Road:

CLUSIONS Warrants Satisied: None

Remarks:

Signal Warranted: D Yes

e

- Based on traffic volumes collected in 2007 at the intersection of Washington Avenue and Pine Street
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